Harkstead Parish Council – Meeting Minutes

Date:       Monday  July 12 2010 

Location:    HARKSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present:   William Wrinch, Margaret Harward, Patty Shone, Peter Hornsby, Andy 

Carter, Rodney Cage, Brian Excell. Dave Rose – district cllr., Dave Wood – county cllr.

Also present:

2 parishioners and the clerk

1. Apologies – PC Gary Austin
2. Minutes – June 14 were signed as correct.
3. Matters Arising – i) Pot holes are being repaired.
· ADJOURNMENT – Julian Scales said he was resigning as Tree Warden and suggested Alison Looser who’d been helping him, may want to take over. Clerk to write to Alison. William Wrinch thanked Julian for all his hard work over the years. Dave Wood gave a brief run down of the July parish report, mainly that the schools review had had to postpone  phase 3 consultations, due to uncertainty of funding; there will be a new service to reduce drug related crime, starting this month and Lowestoft has been selected by Britain and Canada as a training base for the gymnastic teams, heading for 2012 Olympics. He also said there may be a second incineration plant at Sproughton and that due to government budget cuts, sponsored bus routes may suffer. Jane Goyder spoke about funding for the Good Neighbour Scheme and said the only one off payment had been the ‘Welcome Pack’. After a discussion about how much of the annual GNS cost the PC would pay, it was decided to bring it up as an agenda item next meeting.

4.Millennium Green – No inspection report.

5.Noticeboard – Cllr. Harward will ask parishioner Brian Rooke if he’d be willing to cost out and possibly make a new 6’ by 4’ board with no doors, and also ask the pub landlord if it would be ok to site it on his property with the existing board.

6.Planning Applications – B/10/643/FUL –Retain the field shelter at Old Hall Cottages. PC recommend refusal as the building isn’t in keeping with the existing buildings and there’s a possibility it might become a garage, rather than a foaling shed.

7.Footpaths – Dave Wood had contacted the footpath office about FP58 and will re-email them as no one has heard any more about it.

8.Financial Report. – Current Ac. – unfortunately due to human error and mis-use of calculator, balance was £4.74 overdrawn, though £500 had been transferred to it that day.  Bus Prem Ac. - £5763 - £1250 precept added and £500 transferred to current .  Savings unchanged at £1656.  Expenditure was agreed for £42 village hall room hire, £262.59 clerk’s expenses from April 1 to June 30 and £360 donation to GNS (being £300 not used for War Memorial and £60 which had been allocated to village hall precept.  Both these amounts had been cleared with the parties concerned)

9.Correspondence – Clerk had sent off the ‘local flooding’ questionnaire.

 ADJOURNMENT – There’d been a misunderstanding amongst some PC’s that the GNS was to help out poor, infirm or elderly parishioners. John Pollett pointed out this wasn’t the case and anyone could ask for help. He also said that when someone wanted a lift in a private car, there was an agreed rate of 0.40p per mile that could be charged. 

10.Any other business – Clerk had asked PC insurers Came & Co. about group insurance and been told it was possible but would have to come under the PC umbrella, making them the liable party. Clerk to check with SALC. Cllr. Excell had received a complaint about overgrown hedges on road to Holbrook. Dave Wood said complainant could write to the landowner, or the county would if they had the landowner’s details. Andy Carter will contact clerk about downloading finance soft ware to her computer.
11.Date next meeting – Monday August 9 at 7.30pm

Being no other business meeting ended at 9.03pm

