Minutes of  Harkstead’s Annual  Parish Meeting



Held in the Village Hall on Monday May 16 2011

Present: Chairman – William Wrinch. County and District Cllrs. Dave Wood and Dave Rose and 12 parishioners.

1. Apologies – from Margaret Harward, Jenny Freeman, Ann Scales, John Abbott and Rodney Cage.
2. Minutes – of May 10 2010 were agreed and signed as correct.
3. Matters Arising – Purchase of play equipment, still under discussion. Parish councillors Peter Hornsby and Andy Carter have been involved in the upkeep and monitoring the play equipment.  The roundabout has been under discussion at a lot of meetings, however it is not dangerous or unsafe yet. PC are still hoping for more positive input from playground users, before spending money unnecessarily. 
4. Chairman’s Report -  William Wrinch started his report, saying there’d not been many memorable events in the past year. Crime levels were low and there’d been no controversial planning issues.  He said the Parish Council had reserves in it’s funds  to buy replacement play equipment and would like to hear from parishioners, especially those whose children used the stuff, to come forward with ideas. 

The Good Neighbour Scheme has taken a firmer footing and the PC had agreed to underwrite funds for the following year; it appears to be well supported.  He then said Harkstead was lucky to still have a pub, The Baker’s Arms and hoped many parishioners would carry on supporting that too.

Disappointingly, the elections this month had only had 4 people standing, in the village. Not a very good show when there are about 150 on the electoral roll and both current chairman and clerk don’t live in the village.  The village benefits from a parish council for support of things like the Millennium Green, Good Neighbour Scheme, planning issues and so on. As usual he urged parishioners to come along to PC meetings now and then.

William finished by thanking David Wood and David Rose, County and District Cllrs. For their regular appearances and input at meetings. He thanked Rodney Freeman for his help with auditing the accounts and Pam Tunbridge, parish clerk. Lastly, William gave a special ‘thank you’ to Margaret Harward, who had been a parish councillor for at least 35 years.  She’d stood as Chairman and Vice Chairman over that time and had brought a wealth of support and experience to the position.  Margaret had decided to stand down from the elections this time, but she will be greatly missed as part of the Council.
5. Reports from Local Charities –i) Boothby Charity, reported by Rodney Freeman, was set up help the poor and with education in the parishes of Harkstead and Arwarton. In the past year £130 of the £300 had been given to the poor and £233 of £375 to education. ii) – Jack Cartwright Trust –  usually reported by Margaret Harward. No figures were to hand to say how many cash payments were made to the over 65’s and 75’s, last Christmas. iii) Harkstead Millennium Green Trust – as usual their AGM was held at this point and Rodney Freeman gave a brief report on who were the trustees, how it had been set up, and how it was maintained. He thanked the trustees for their help and gave a particular thank you to John Abbott and Geoff Lusher for mower maintenance and grass cutting. Rodney also thanked Julian Scales, who had resigned as a trustee, at this meeting. Among other things Julian had been responsible for planting the avenue of oak trees and for creating the Millennium Book.
Rodney then moved on to the HMGT accounts which had, had very little movement apart from paying annual insurance and receiving a small income from a caravan rally. iv) Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) – had more or less disbanded as the GNS (good neighbour scheme) was now in place.

6.Parish Accounts – Chairman presented the accounts, and said that the precept would remain at £2500 for another year. The accounts showed a surplus which consisted of money from an old grant and from section 106 local authority grant, this money is intended for purchasing new play equipment.

7.Any other business – District Cllr. David Rose started by saying that he was standing for another 4 years as there’d been no contest at the recent elections. He gave a brief financial report on BDC and once again, BDC were not going to raise council tax. Babergh had achieved over £1million in the past year through savings, additional income and efficiencies. Housing – By March 2011, 220 affordable homes had been built in the district and a few more were underway. Babergh has seen a percentage increase in it’s recycling programme including garden waste.  97%t of the waste put in the bins is now recyclable. Babergh planning team had been working closely with Suffolk Food Hall’s expansion programme and up to 40 new jobs would be created.

David then spoke about the proposed merger with Mid Suffolk. All residents had been issued with a questionnaire.  David did say that there was concern over Mid Suffolk’s  debts of £29.9million. Another of David’s concerns was, Mid Suffolk council tax rate was higher. He was sure that BDC could continue to exist as a single entity and asked parishioners to ‘please vote’. Full information could be found on the Babergh website.


County Cllr. David Wood started his report saying how tough the past year had been for the county. Required reduction in spending has forced local councils to make difficult decisions to balance the budget. S.C.C’s ‘New Strategic Direction’, implemented in 2009, to save money, has caused a lot of controversy. It was meant to save money without losing services, relied upon by the public. The Lib.Dems say that not enough information has been given and they’ve answered every ‘cutback’ with a solution that hasn’t been discussed. 

Locally, the mobile library is still running, and the waste tip at Chelmondiston  still operating at the moment. Bus services have been withdrawn or cut back and the Xplore card has been scrapped. Some consultations are still ongoing and Dave asked parishioners to look at the County’s website and voice their concerns.

Finally Evie Rayson, said a ‘thank you’ to the parish council for their work and Chairman thanked everyone again for attending.

Being no other business meeting ended at 9.20pm

