Harkstead Parish Council – Meeting Minutes

Date/Time:                   Monday December 12 2011        

Location:                    HARKSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present:   Peter Hornsby, John Pollett, Alison Looser, Chris Bateman, Roger Harward

David Wood

Also Present: 3 parishioners and clerk

1. Apologies –Cllr.  William Wrinch, District Cllr. David Rose, PCSO Jo Adams. Cllr. Brian Excell had submitted an email resignation to the clerk, so was not at the meeting.
2. Declaration of Interest – Roger Harward declared an interest, his planning application to be discussed, as did Peter Hornsby who is also Roger’s neighbour. 
3. Minutes – November meeting signed as correct.
4. Matters Arising – 1. Clerk to chase response about FP boards. 2. Clerk had spoken to Rodney Freeman, chairman of HMGT, about advertising who gate keyholders were. RF was against more signage, so clerk was asked by PC to write to RF, to bring the matter up at the next HMGT meeting. 3.Parent  play equipment group don’t need PC to fund questionnaires now. 4. Letter to Babergh planning about overhanging roof at Old Post Office, hadn’t been sent. 5.Clerk had spoken to utility companies about cables on the roof at the new property behind Old Post Office. Electric cables were not live and dangerous and would be moved when property was finished and lived in. Telecom cable was ‘going to be moved’.
· Update from police, district and county cllrs.– County Cllr. Dave Wood, briefly commented on his latest monthly report, which would be circulated for reading.  He also said he still had some money in his locality fund for local groups projects.

5.Millennium Green – Play equipment inspection showed no significant issues.  2. Parent play equipt. group have had another meeting but need further discussions, before circulating questionnaire around the parish.

6.Planning Applications – Windy Ridge –extension application had been refused.  B/11/1478 Stour Haven – alter to form front dormer window(cllrs. Harward and Hornsby declared an interest) – no objections. B/11/1245 – Haven Cottage –erect single storey carport, no objections. Old Post Office – extended barn roof brought up and discussed at last meeting. After more discussion it was noted that no planning permission had ever been required, it didn’t exceed property boundary, so issues raised before were not Parish Council matters. PC waiting to hear from owner Gary Eggleton to confirm this.

7.Footpaths -  Roger Harward asked if clerk could get an updated map of Harkstead’s paths.

8.Financial Report. 1. Current Ac. - £374,  Bus.Prem Ac. - £3892,  Savings Ac. - £1660.  No expenditure this month.  2. Rodney Freeman had prepared a draft budget for year ending March 31 2013. Minor amendments were made as follows: reduce GNS donation from £400 to £174 and put the £226 saving together with £210 for a new noticeboard. Parish Council agreed and to set the precept at £2500 again.

9.Correspondence –Nothing

 Questions from parishioners  –  Gary Eggleton owner of Old Post Office and new property being built there, said  he’d paid all necessary dues to telecom and was now waiting for them to sort out the phone cables on his roof.  He’d also heard from electric board that they would move the cables and make them live, when property was inhabited.

10.Any other business – Peter Hornsby asked if there would be an xmas tree collection, and clerk to ask Brian Excell to update website’s councillor details. Roger Harward said the waterboard would be able to get on quicker if people didn’t keep asking them to move ‘closed road’ signs. He also said Margaret didn’t want to be ‘honoured’ publicly.

11.Date next meeting – Monday January 9 2012 7.45pm.

Being no other business meeting ended at 9.40pm

