	Harkstead Parish Council 

	Details            Special Planning meeting
Date:                        Monday February 23 2009   at 7.30pm

Location:                    HARKSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

 

	Minutes

1. Apologies – Pam Tunbridge - clerk

2.  Minutes  - of meeting February 9 2009 were read and signed as correct

   This special meeting had been called to discuss planning application B/08/1678 – to erect a new 2 storey dwelling in the gardens of The Old Post Office and Haven Cottage, which were on The Street.  The new dwelling would be in Walnut Tree Lane. Councillor Brian Excell, declared an interest and withdrew from the meeting.

This was a revised application and all the Parish Councillors had seen the current plans and supporting documents.

Chairman William Wrinch suggested that the plans were not a great deal different from the originals, and that application had been refused.

Councillor Margaret Harward acknowledged that an attempt had been made to reduce the impact of the property by reducing the proposed roof height from 7.3-8metres, to 6.6metres.  Even so the footprint/overall area of the building had been increased.

It was agreed that that the factors which gave rise to the Parish Council’s original objections, and points 1 and 2 of Babergh’s refusal of outline planning, letter dated July 4 2008, still stood.

The council considered the proposal, using S.A.L.C.’s planning guidelines and decide that the property would have;

· negative iompact on the community.

· whilst materials would blend in with adjacent buildings, the new property would still be too large for the small cramped site, which was in a prominent position in the village.

· It would adversely dominate the street scene and appearance of Walnut Tree Lane, which is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

· Due to the narrowness of Walnut Tree Lane, it was also considered it would be unsuitable for increased traffic.

In view of the above, Parish Council were going to recommend refusal, but would ask Babergh Planning Committee to hold a site meeting, because of the AONB affect.

Being no other business the meeting was closed. 



	 


