Harkstead Parish Council – Draft Meeting Minutes
Date:                  Monday December 14 2009   at 7.30pm      

Location:                    HARKSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present:   William Wrinch, Margaret Harward, Patty Shone, Brian Excell, Dave Rose,

                                    Dave Wood.

Also present:

Clerk and 1 parishioner.

1. Apologies – Cllrs. Peter Hornsby, Andy Carter and Rodney Cage
2. Minutes – November 9 were amended and signed.
3. Matters Arising – i) ROSPA report had been received. ii) Despite saying no thanks, recycle christmas tree posters had been received and will be displayed. iii) No response yet about footpath concerns.
· ADJOURNMENT – Dave Rose, said the latest HMS Ganges ,application had been deferred. Dave Wood – Boundary Committee has been awarded the right to announce it’s recommendations to the Secretary of State, re: local govt. in Suffolk, Norfolk and Devon. ii) Some Suffolk primary schools are behind national average. iii) S.C.C. had released pre-budget figures, main reduction is in the care of Adult and Community Services and Children and Young Persons.  Dave’s monthly report is available for reading. 

4.Millennium Green – In the absence of Cllr. Hornsby there was no inspection report. Book signed accordingly. As cllr. carter not present, there was no update on costs for the mower service. Clerk to ask him for next month.

5. Footpath 38 – possible grant available – Cllr. Harward to fill in an application to Suffolk Coasts and Heaths. This footpath is difficult to negotiate in part, along a field boundary.

6.Planning Applications - none

7.Footpaths – FP56 from the Old Rose to Slushy Lane, is very overgrown. Clerk to ask county if it’s their responsibility.

8.Financial Report. – i)  Curent Ac. £21,  BP Ac. £5011, Savings Ac. £1652. Expenditure – Village Hall annual precept - £60 and Playsafety inspection report £86.25. Both agreed, cheques raised and signed.  ii) Rodney Freeman had prepared a draft budget to year end March 31 2011, there was very little change from previous year. SALC and Suffolk ACRE increased by £5, Insurance and Inspection reduced by £85, Equipment repairs increased by £50.  PC approved the figures and the precept was set at £2500 again, for following year. iii) Cllr. Wrinch to ask Graham Jay for his latest invoice of £300 for the final refurb of the War Memorial.

9.Correspondence – i) EADT were asking for parish news again, clerk to send monthly. ii) Good Neighbour Scheme, been launched and already helped out 11 parishioners. 

 ADJOURNMENT – Parishioner Julian Scales, said BDC countryside officer Peter Berry had sadly died and hoped that they would find a good replacement for him.  He’d been a very helpful, willing asset to the village. Julian also asked if PC would help with cost of replacement trees on Ipswich Road.  The cost was £75 and BDC would pay half.  PC agreed. Julian again mentioned the flooding in Church Lane, during wet weather. Dave Wood said to get photographic evidence to send to Highways and copy him in. Julian concerned that BDC may start charging rates to village halls, and suggested the PC precept may pay towards it. 

10.Any other business – Patty Shone, said mobile library times had changed. 
11.Date next meeting –Monday January 11 at 7.45pm.
Advance apologies from William Wrinch and Dave Rose.

Being no other business meeting ended at 8.40pm

