Harkstead Parish Council – Meeting Minutes

Date:                           Monday November 9 2009

Location:                    HARKSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present:   Margaret Harward, Andy Carter, Brian Excell, Rodney Cage, Dave Wood, 

                                    Dave Rose.

Others present:
PCSO Tricia Gibson, parish clerk and 1 parishioner.

1. Apologies – from Cllrs. William Wrinch, Peter Hornsby, Patty Shone.
2. Minutes – October 12 meeting, agreed and signed.
3. Matters Arising – Clerk had written to BT asking them to remove the phone box.
· ADJOURNMENT -  Angela Fleming Brown asked what removing the phone box was about and told that Harkstead didn’t wish to adopt it, so it wanted it removed. Margaret Harward suggested Harkstead could do with a larger post box. Council will discuss it as an agenda item next month.  PC Gibson reported there’d  been no crime in the village in the past month and that Halloween and Firework night had passed without incident. She also said she wanted to attend the launch of the Good Neighbour Scheme on Monday 16th and that there would be a road safety event at the Shipwreck in Shotley on the 23rd, from 6.30 to 9.30pm, for over 16’s. Fire Service also taking part.

4.Millennium Green – Brian Excell reported that the roundabout floor was rotting away, Wicksteed  had quoted £1600 for a new base and bearings.   Still awaiting the ROSPA report, to see what they say about it, clerk to chase them up. ii) Brian had been quoted about £500 for the mower to be serviced, so Andy Carter will ask a friend of his to have a look at it and give a quote.

5.Good Neighbour Scheme – the launch is on Monday November 16 in the village hall.  They have acquired some funding, though parish council have agreed to pay for hall hire.

6. Noticeboard – Margaret Harward had looked online for new boards, which cost from £500 to £1000, so it was decided not to buy another.

7. Planning Applications – HMS Ganges, still under scrutiny.  Meeting at 7.30pm Chelmondiston Red Lion on the 18th.

8. Footpaths – Dave Wood said that fp15 is very overgrown, but the county are going to sort it out.

9. Financial Report. – Current Ac. £20.70,  Bus. Prem Ac. - £5012, Savings - £1652.  No expenditure this month.  ii) Clerk to ask Rodney Freeman to help with budget and parish precept figures for 2010, to be discussed at the next meeting. 

9.Correspondence –i) Clerk to ask Suffolk ACRE about affordable housing possibilities in the area.

 ADJOURNMENT – Dave Rose said that BDC were changing their black and blue bin emptying days, but Harkstead wouldn’t be affected.  Angela Fleming Brown said fp 38/39 boards had fallen and asked that a step be put in to get to field level on fp38.  Clerk to ask about them.  Dave Wood gave clerk his monthly report to be circulated.

10.Any other business – Clerk asked if council were interested in having a christmas tree collection again, in the new year. Apparently it didn’t raise much interest last year, so answer ‘no’ to BDC.

11.Date next meeting –Monday December 14 at 7.30pm.

Being no other business meeting ended at 8.50pm

