Harkstead Parish Council – Meeting Minutes

Date:                           Monday September 14 2009

Location:                    HARKSTEAD VILLAGE HALL

Councillors Present:   William Wrinch, Margaret harward, Patty Shone, Brian Excell, Andrew

                                    Carter, Rodney Cage.

Additional Attendees:
2 parishioners, PC Gary Austin, Clerk.

1. Apologies – Cllr. Peter Hornsby, County Cllr. Dave Wood, District Cllr. Dave Rose.
2. Minutes – August 10 2009, amended and signed.
3. Matters Arising – i) Andy Carter mended climbing wall. ii) no grass cutting costs to hand yet. iii)nothing happening with deteriorating road yet.
· ADJOURNMENT – PC Gary Austin gave a brief report on peninsula crime, over the last month. There’d been none in Harkstead. There will be extra police presence, during Halloween and firework period; and a new department had been set up consisting of police officers and civilians to deal with local crime, which would afford a more personal approach for victims/complainants.

4.Millennium Green – i) Inspection had been done and book signed in order.  ii)  Brian Excell had strimmed and weed killed.  Mower had been sorted with WD40.  PC agreed that in future, Brian Excell /Geoff Lusher, be authorised to spend a maximum of £100 on emergency repairs or inspection by a qualified engineer, without having to wait for formal permission at a PC meeting. iii) Andy Carter said that the kicking wall needed a good inspection, it wasn’t unsafe at the moment, but could probably do with a bit of refurbishment.  ROSPA will be inspecting later this month.

5.Good Neighbour Scheme, Parish Council Funding – Patty Shone will monitor whether or not PC will be asked for contribution, as they are planning to have ‘Welcome Packs’ printed. 
6.Planning Applications – Rence Park cottage – PC recommend approval.  HMS Ganges – not due to go to Babergh committee for a while. PC have no further comments to make.

7.Footpaths – nothing to report

8.Financial Report. Current Ac.  £181,  BP Ac.  £4261,  Savings Ac.  £1652. Latest insurance renewal cost is £403.68.  However Came & Company have offered Parish Council Insurance for SALC members at a reduced rate of £343.12 for the next year or £325.97 per year for the next 3 years.  PC agredd to go ahead with this. Clerk to contact Came & Co. 

9.Correspondence – nothing of note.

 ADJOURNMENT – Angela Fleming Brown expressed concern about the ‘kicking wall’, Andy Carter reiterated ‘it’s not dangerous’.

10.Any other business –i) Brian Excell to ask pub if the shrub around the noticeboard can be cut back, as it interferes with the board doors.  Brian also raised the question of ownership and use of the pub noticeboardafter a PC notice had been removed to advertise another village’s ‘event’. ii) Margaret Harward said BT were coming out to sort out the public ‘phone in River View Road.  There’s been a lot of water leaking lately that Anglian Water have had to attend. Clerk to write to them asking that the leaking problems be addressed more seriously and more quickly as they seem to be very frequent, particularly between Shotley and Nether Hall. Concern for contamination and water pressure also an issue. iii) Patty Shone said there were dead elsm along road below the Church.  William will arrange to cut them back or ask the farm to. iv) Brian commented on the oak tree in Geoff Lusher’s garden. He was concerned about the appearance of where some branches met the trunk. He thought they looked unhealthy and could possibly pose a danger if they started to rot.

11.Date next meeting – Monday October 12 at 7.45pm

Being no other business meeting ended at 8.58pm.

